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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

THE RAVENSWING

{(Continued from Page Thirteen.)

with other business, or making alli-
ances with them, furnishing the per-
fumer. at an fnormous advance on
current prices, with =211 his supplies.

-~ 3Ty

“ls Iglantine at home, Mossrose-?

asked the dashing cantain sidan 't

know: o and look.” replied Mr. Moss-
rose, who hated the captain. “1f you

a,e uneivil i'll break your néck, Mr.
Amos!” retorted the vaptuin——x.herul

was a rumor that the real name of
Mossrose was Mr. Amos. “1 should
like to see you try.t, Mr. Hooker

Walker!® reioiced Mossrose, from
w hich interchange of courtesies and
sucrh diserimination in regard to

names it w'll be seen that the two
gentlemen Lknew each other prett)
thoroughly,

Mr. Eglantine was 2t home, and the
captain requested that that artist
heat his irons and curl his (the cap-
tain’s) whiskers, ‘(‘an’'t do it, vap-
tain,” said Mr. Eglantine; 1 expect
ladies, captain, every minute.” “Very
good; T don't want to trcuble such
a great man,” said Walker calmly;
“gpodby—and let me hear from you
this day week.”

This was a shot that brought down
the game, for “this day week” meant
that Walker would expect Eglantine
to settle a little note which he had
negotiated through the captain—and
gsettle it upon the date mentioned. So
they compromised. or rather they par-
leved, and Eglantine surrendered. and
curled the captain’s whiskers. And,
groatly to the annoyance of iiglantine,
the expected ladies arrived befaore
Captain Walker had taken his depart-
ure. These ladies + r— none other
than the excellent Mrs. Cruomp and
her charming daughter, Morgiana.

Needless to say, the captain pro-
longed his stay and made himseif
vastly agreeable both to Morgiana and
her mother. When Morgiana’s hair
was let down and flowed, a dark and
sh'ninz mass over her shoulders and
down her back, the enthusiasm of the
captain was visibly increased. The
girl was handsome, there was no mis-
talte about that. and her hair—well,
it is no wonder that her admirers com-
pared it to a raven's wing. In fact,
Captiain Walker, hearing the name,
At once began to call her the Ravens-
wing. It really was wonderful hair.
When it came the turn of Mrs. Crump
to have her hair (or ratheir her ‘“false
front'’) dressed Captain Walker took
his !~ave, greatly to  the relisf ol
Eelantine, who had been on plns and
needless, 5o to speal, while the cap-
tain was present.

Now Eglantine in one of his at-
tempts to stave off Walker in the col-
lecting of a little bill had tald himm
that he was expecting to be married
to a voung lady with a fortune of
£5.000 to her name, and Walker, of
course, =aw at once that the Ravens-
wing was the heiress referred to. So
he went away from the perfumer’s
shop saying to himseif: “What hair,
what e¢ves that zirl has—And £5,000!"
The shadows were beginning to gather
over the love affairs of Mr. Eglantine.

Mrz. Crump and Morgiana were
having their hair dressed hecause Mr.
Woolsey was to take them to the
theatre that night, and when Eglan-
tine discovered this he was cast into
& violent fit of jealous rage. It cer-
tainly was too bad of Morgiana to go
to ane lover to have her hair dressed
in order that she might o to the
theatre with the other, but such is
the way of womankind. However, it
did not matter manch. Captain How-
ard Walker sought out The Bootjack
renewed his acquaintance with Mor-
giana and her mather and complet: ly
“cut out’” both the tailor and the per-
fumaor. And this in spite ofthe fact
that Mr. Woolsey and Mr. Eglantin-
made a temporary treaty by which
they combined their forces against
Walker. agreeing to renew the fight
between themselves when he. th-
captain, should have been put out of
the runningz. More, much more, Mr.
Eglantine made a wig for Mr. Wool-
sey, and Mr. Woolsey made a coat for
Mr. Ilzlantine.

But Captain Howard Walker com-
pletely defeated the allies and earried
off Morgiana in triumph. Morgiana
thoneght the eaptain the greatest and
but a little. Morgiana, and the cap-
tain—well, he really did care a little.
for Morgiana, not encugh to intsrfere
with his regard for Howard Walker,
bua a little. Morgiana, and the cap-
tain were married privately and the
birds came tripping home to say,
“Forigve me, dear papa and mama,”
according to rule. And they did for-
give her—why not? And pap paid
her her fortune, which she took home
to the captain in her reticule. Of
course. when Walker found that his
wife had brought him only five hun-
dred instead of five thousand pounds
he was inclined to be angry. But
there was someshing in the manner
with which the confiding creature
threw her money into her hushand's
lap. saluting him with a hearty em-
brace at the same time and wishing
that it was a million. million times

more. 2o that her darling Floward |

might enjoy it, that made even this
selfish fellow supress his  disappoint-
ment and race and give his wife a
kiss instead of a blow, as he at first
felt inclined to do.

—and then he registered a vow of
vengeance against the prriumer. }'w'c-
sides five hundred pounds in crisp
bills was more real money than Cap-
tain Howard Walker was accustomed
to have in his posseession all at once
and he immediately began to calcd-
late how it counld be increased and

dashing, sanciine fellow. What did

i he furnished a neat and elezant house
tin the Edgeware Road: he ordercd a

cervice of plate, he gported 2 ph:.‘wtﬂn.l

and two nponies; he kept a coaple ol
{ smart maids and groom, footboy—in
short he mounted just such @ neat
unpretensinz gentlemanlike establish-
ment as becomes a respectable younsg
couple on their outset in life. “I've
sown myv wild oats,”” he would say to
his acquaintances. “A few years azo
perhaps, | would have lonzed to cut
4 dash: hut now prudence is the word
—and T've settled every farthing of
Mrs. Walker's fitteen thousand on her-
splf.” And the best proof that the
world had confidence in him is that
for the articles of plate, equipage and
furniture mentioned he did not have
to pay a shilling. Had it not been
for postage stamps. turnpikes and
taxes he wounld hardly have had occa-
sion to change one of the five-pound
notes Morgiana had brought him.

To tell the truth, Mr. Walker deter-
mined to make his fortune—and what
is easier? Do not Spanish and Colom-
bian bonds rise and fall? For what
are companies invented but to place
thousands in the pockets of promoters
and shareholders? The gallant cap-
tain plunged intp the stock market
with dash and enthusiam, made sev-
eral brilliant hits at first, and his name
began to be known as that of a rising
captialist and might be seen in the
list of directors of many excellent and
philanthropic schemes, of which there
is never a dearth in London. Poor
Kglantine, as he saw the captain ar-
rive -daily in his pony phaeton at his
offices and heard of the start he had
made in life. used to hate him madly.
Morgiana’s conly regret now was that
busginrss aoccupied so much of her hus-
band’s time day and night that she
did not see much of him. Old Mrs
C'rump used to go almost daily to the
house in Edgeware road to see her
daughter. of whose marriag~ she was
inordinately proud and bhoastful, but
she went there when the captain was
not at home, for, of course, Mre
Cramyp conid not bhe received into the
ancicrty which her daughter now began
to freaquent. Walker used to bring
home some of his great acqanaintanres
to dinner occasionally and there were
«ix ladies who called upen Morzin a—
two attornevs” ladics, Howard's bhill
hroker's Jady and a few more of whom
the least said the hetter, though their
names sonunded grand, and ponr Mor-
viana, who did not know—how should
she?—thought it a great honor to be
10 distinzuished.

Among th=ir purchasecs for the
house in Edgeware Road was a beau-
tiful little rosewood piano, and, the
whole neighborhood could hear Mor-
gina at it continually, her voice
gurgling and quivering and shaking
as ladies do when they practice. This
took up four-fifths of her time, and
so Walker’'s blackbird in its snug litile
cage sang on and was not unhappy.
Mrs. Walker Arst had for a teacher
little Podmore, the fat chorus master
at the “Wells.” He grounded  her
well and bade her eschew the singing
of those popular ballads in which her
heart delighted. When he had brought
her to a certain point of skill the
honest fellow said she should have a
better instructor and wrote a note to
Captain Walker, saying most flatter-
ing things about Mrs. Walker's abilitv
and recommending that she tuke les-
sons of the celebrated Baroski. So
the Captain dimissed Podmore and
engaged PBaroski at a vast expense—
as he did not fail to tell his wife.

Benjiamin Baroski was one of the
chief ornaments of the musical pro-
fession in T.ondon. He had written
operas and charged a guinea a lesson
for three-quarters of an hour abroad.
Added to this he had a school at his
own residence, where pupils assem-
bled in considerable numbers. The
prima donna of th's littie company
was Amelia Larkins, Baroski's own
articled pupil, upon whase future
reputation Daroski staked his oOwWn
and whose profits he was to share.
Has not all the world seen her since
at the Theatres Royal and in Amesrica
as Miss Ligonier? When Bareski
came to give Mrs. Walker her music
lesson Mrs. Crump was always on
hand like a guardian dragon. It was
easy to see that the great musician
was mightily smitten with the Ravens-
wing.

At Baroski's little exhibitions Mrs.
i Walker soon achieved a fame as a
singer, which even reached the ears
of Captain Walker, who usually gid
not bother about such things, and he
determined to make use of his wife's
talents. He began inviting peapie to
dinner, and to hear his wife sing, peo-
ple who needed soeme such bait as
Morgiana’s volce to get them inside
the captain’s doors. and soon had the
satistaction of seeing his rooms filleq
with many greal personages. And
‘once in a while, by way of return
| Morgiana was asked to parties ejgs-
j where and treated with that killing
civility which vour English aristcu-rap}-'
knows sa well how to bestow on ar-
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In fact. he reflected, it was not she ! tists. Wise and clever aristocraey! It

whe had deceived him, but Eglantine

-lis sweet to note your ways and studvy

multiplied into a plum—Tfor hes was a/

the captain do with this money? Why!

T:~'0ur commerce with inferior men.
' But let us not rail at aristocracy. or
" the thought occurs, was Morgiana fit
;tn mingle and move in the best so-
| ciety ?

Frankiy she was not She was Aa
good, honest, clever creature, to be

| vure, but she dropped her Hs here

and there, she ate peas with the
' knife, and her dress and® her iallals
were of the most conspicuous, Who
' ¢an rorget the horror of Lady Smig-

Lit out of the pewter pot! It was a
fine sight. She lifted the pot with
one of the finest arms in the world
covered with the biggest bracelets
ever seen and a bird of paradise
on her hat that curled around the
pewter disk of the pot like a halo, Her

artrocious—so, perhaps, Morgiana
vwere better away from the polite
world.

But for a while she moved around
innocently and gladly, unconscious o!
her blunders. in a world which he
dear old mother looked up to as a
cort of earthly heaven into which only
the predestined could be admitted.
AMorgiana had some two years of th's
life of splendor. 'There were to be
sure, a goodly number of dandies and
:nd morning visitors who came with
single knocks inquiring for Captain
Walker (sly dogs) just to see his wife,
but they were no more admitted than
they would have been to a nunnery,
and the only man who had free en-
trance in the absence of the captain
was Paroski, who, of course, came in
his professional capacity.

Morgiana and her mother had by
this time discovered the pas=zion of
Faroski and much fun they used to
have out of {t. Captain likewise was
informed as a good joke of the pro-
fessor’'s infatuation, and Morgiana
used to mimiec Baroski’s manner of
rolling his eyes and perform *‘“Baroski
in Love” for the amusement of her
husband and her mama. The captain
had his own reasons for overlooking
the attentions of the little music mas-
ter, and as for Mrs. Crump, had she
not been on the stage and had many
hundreds of persons make love to heor
in jest and in earnest? Baroski, then.
was allowed to go on being in love.
and if he was not successful, at least
the little wretech could have the pleas-
ure ol hinting that he was and of look-
ing particularly roguish whgn the
lavenswing was mentioned and of
assuring his (riends at the ciub that
“‘upon his word there was no truth
in that report.”

But at last, one day, it happened
that Mrs, Crump did not arrive in
time for her daughter’'s lesson, and
Baroski did. In the midst of the les-
son down went the little professor on
his knees and made a declaration in
the most elogquent awords he could
muster., “Don’t be a fool, Baroski,”
said Morgiana. Of course, she should
have said “Unhand me, villain,”' or
something dignified like that, but what
she said was, “Don’t be a fool: get up
and finish the lesson. You lok red-
iklus.” But Baroski, having got his
speech by heart. was determined to
gc on, and caught hold of the lady’'s
hand. whereupon said Morgiana, “Leot
g0 my 'and.,or 1 will box vour ears.”
Baroski did not let go her hand, and
Morgiana cuffed him on the side of
the head, which not only caused him
to suddenly release her hand. but
would have felled him to the floor had
not the belated Mrs. Crump, who came
in at that instant, rushed forward and
prevented him from falling, at the
same time dealing out, with all her
might and main, a whole shower of
slaps, such as Baroski had never en-
dured since the days he wag at school.
“What impertinence!” cried the goad
lady; “take that, and mind your man-
ners, you filthy little beast!” “By
Jo_ve. You shall pay me for this!”
cried Baroski, bouncing up in a fury.

“"As much more as you please,”’ re-
torted the widow. *“Augustus (to the
page), was that the captain’s knock?
Show this imperance to the door.”
Paroski vanished and the two ladies,
l.natead of being flurried and alarned,
Jus_*t sat down and laughed till theyv
cried. "They agreed that it was of no
use to tell the captain of the ogcecur-
rence, as it would only annoy him.

‘F’e-sT the ladies laughed heartily, but
Captain Walker found it no lauzhin-:
matter when he was arrested nexi
day at the suit of Baroski for two hun-
dred and twenty guineas and. in de-

fault of payment, locked up in a
sponging hn‘nae in Chancery lane.
When Morgiana learned what had

happened to her beloved Howard she
of course, rushed off to his prison ané
tried to throw herself weeping into
. his armas. But the captain berated
and abused her; told her that it was
h_er exiravagance that had brought
him to this pass, whereupon the faith-

and pawned all the plate in the house
thereb,\: raising enough moneyv to pa.\:'
Baroski’s tht. Having paid the claim
she went joyfully in to tell her hus-
hagd tthat he was free. -
ut was he free? Oh, :

news o'f the collapse of Cag?airfoﬁégf
ard Walker hagd traveled rapidly
abroad, and durng Morgiana's ab-'
Sence at the pawnbroker’'s other de-
;q;ning“writs had been lodged against
m.  “You were not such a fool as
to pay?” roared Walker, and when his
“;119 t‘a}tcrinf-:ly said that siie had pa'u‘i
Paroski's .bill the worthvy captain bhe-
gan abuszing her in language which

cinaz whoen. at a dinner at Richmond, |
Morgiana asked for porter and drank |

lanugh was loud and her grammar |

—

'eannot be put down an
she at length fainted
contents ol the water
and, as she revived

glossy locks, he bade
Eglantine ior financial

dl

an old flame ot Vaurs
captain. But before M
on her mission the capt,

what little change <o
that she had to walk—;

hottle of wine. At
!said that after what 1
tween them sh- conld

tine. But Walker «aid
to E:Iantine and ask i
note for the amount

| fu! demand of his, .
E“‘iih a look which mad. i
jand consent. This ‘<hun
was a hill of the perfun
the captain for supplis
and fizured amons
whirh had been o
captain.

Poor :\Im"giuh:. Wias 1
from want of food ani
ertions of the mornine «
rived at Mr. Eglantine s ,
Eglantine, left to  hin
have been moved to pil
ance, but the firm wias
Eglantine now and th
of it was entirely in the
senior partner. So that
search of sueccor for hor
ard was futile, The dist
man stageered dut o7 th.
as she did so encoitnterod
sey, “Good heavens Mro
cried he. and scon More |,
ing her troubles to a svms
Help had come at last
rest of her lHfe Morgiang
sheltering ecare of the |- -.
chivalrous tailor. It was :

Jless to try to make any s ¢
Walker’s debts, the oz
said it was useless, and o
to “go through the courts
co0 often done hefore Of
loudly berated his wif:
and evervbody else why,
to him that her extrav:io
brounzht him to ruin. And
fu1l, trusiing creature beoa
believe that it was throo.
her husband had come

to the number of “"qu .r
which the captain was int
matter was a public scand.
came out, but he had kont
the line of le=ality so 1h
not send him to pricor
thouch the iRt RILE '

enough.
S0 we now behiold T B
installed with her moth .

haby—yves, to make muatiore

plicated, a little wandol

regions unknown had
giana—installed, 1 =u

}ta.-?.’e in a modest oy

where, with the help o7 -
skillfully and secretls

the income of her mat!

dashing Mrs. Howard W

along as best she conld

the while for the hard

hushand and giving him

she counld lay hands= on

he might luxuriate in the

to which he had heen =en -
pawned everything she couid
the money to Howard, win
becanse it was not more
royal time in his dungeorn
carried the babyv an on.
vigits to the Wieet ‘n ord:
fond papa might see jf. 1
tain was so visibly annoyeo
evidently considered the o
other of Morgiana's extravaa’
she didn't take him again »
of Mrs. Walker's self-abneou ne
when one dayv the babv i1 o o
playv, pulled off its mother:
Mrs. Crump and Woolse:
pened to be present. disoon
Morgiana had cut off her
hair.

Then the whole story comn
had cut off her hair and
order that her husband mo
money to gamble and drini ©
prisi-)n. Mr. Woaolsey forced |
the miserable c«forv af her
for her nnweorthy hnshand
that if she wounld promize
tinuze such practices he wo
Captain Walker a cerlan
regularly. He went to see 1o
and. as much as he loatned
gpised that adventurer, madse
propeosition to him. The capls
of a ecertainty instead of (he
tent amounts Maorsiana
him, accepted, after hage's
large an amount as he voll

How to help Morgiana .o
tion: she would gladly acoe:
her warthless hushand., ot

| allow Woolsey to help hee

knew it. The kind-h-arred (=
at the sale of the furniture
house in Edgware road. npure
Morgiana the litile ro=ewo:

= !at which she nsed to sIing o’
ful woman rushed back home :a;a:_e:a,inl

which Baroski crrated
which pesulted so disasfrons
Walker family. At this pian
ana used to practice whet
not husy with the haby. 4
bright thought occurred fo
Maorgiana's voice was undoul
superior ane. She shonld rosy
singing lessons and become
singer——a prima donna! Whe
realized that hv goinz2 on |
she might make money anad |
haloved Howard, Morgians
consented to the plan. the vy
be refunded to M. Woonls y
first carnings. ‘
(Continued on Pag- 101




